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Eighteen-year-old Marie Edith Banks was last seen alive 
during the early morning hours of Tuesday, July 26, 1983, 
getting into a vehicle in the area of McDermot Avenue and 
Princess Street where she worked in the sex trade industry. 
She was subsequently reported missing by a friend on August 
1, 1983. 
 
Two weeks later, on Monday, August 15, 1983, Banks’ body 
was found in an overgrown field in Fort Garry off Sparling 
Avenue near Manitoba Hydro’s former head office at 850 
Taylor Avenue and the CNR ‘Rivers’ rail line. Today this area 
is the site of the Walmart Supercentre. 
 
  

A neighbourhood resident out walking his dog found 
her body in the field and notified the police. The cause 
of death was determined to be manual strangulation. 
 
Banks’ body was found face up with her arms stretched 
over her head and it appeared that her body had been 
dragged to this location. Other than her jewelry and a 
garter belt, Banks was naked and there was no clothing 
nearby, suggesting her clothing may have been left 
behind in the suspect’s vehicle or the location in which 
she was killed. 
 
Although Banks’ clothing and purse were never found; 
a neighbourhood youth reported seeing a purse and a 
shoe similar to ones owned by Banks in the general 
vicinity on or about July 27, 1983. When the police 
returned to the location where the purse had been 
seen, the items were not located. However, a number 
of condoms were found on the ground, suggesting it 
was an area that may have been frequented by people 
involved in the sex trade industry. 
 



 

  

 

 
 
 

Cameron’s body was found face down with 
her arms stretched over her head. A black 
tank top, which she had been wearing, was 
rolled up to her neck suggesting that her body 
had been dragged to this location. As her sock 
feet were clean and free of dirt, this would 
appear to be consistent with the fact that she 
had not walked to this location. 
 

Almost one year to the day and less than 100 meters from where Banks’ body was found, 
the body of another young woman believed to be involved in the sex trade industry was 
also found.  
 
On August 6, 1984, the body of twenty-year-old Constance (“Connie”) Lynn Cameron 
was found in a wooded area in Fort Garry off Parker Avenue, on the opposite side of the 
CNR ‘Rivers’ rail line where Banks was found. Today this area is still undeveloped, but 
very close to the new South-West Transitway. 
 
A passerby out for a walk observed her body in the field and notified the police. The 
cause of death was determined to be manual strangulation. 
 
Cameron was from the Fisher River Cree Nation. The last time she was seen was August 3, 
1984, when a friend dropped her off at the corner of Higgins Avenue and Austin Street in 
Winnipeg. Three days later, her body was discovered in a wooded area in the Fort Garry 
district of the city. 
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Cameron’s body was found face down with her 
arms stretched over her head. A black tank top, 
which she had been wearing, was rolled up to 
her neck suggesting that her body had been 
dragged to this location. As her sock feet were 
clean and free of dirt, this would appear to be 
consistent with the fact that she had not walked 
to this location. 
 
Neither of Cameron’s shoes or her purse were 
found with the body. Like Banks, it is believed 
that they were left behind in the suspect’s 
vehicle where she may have met her death or 
driven to the area. 
 
Cameron was last seen alive during the early 
morning hours of Friday, August 3, 1984, when a 
friend dropped her off in the area of Higgins and 
Austin where she may have worked in the sex 
trade industry. 
 
It is unknown if these two deaths are related as 
the access roads to these areas by vehicle were 
on opposite sides of the CNR rail line and it may 
only be a coincidence as to the location of their 
bodies. Unfortunately, investigations are often 
hampered when individuals are involved in the 
sex trade industry as both those that are 
exploited and those that exploit them tend to 
keep their activities away from public view. 
 


